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PRESS RELEASE –WEDNESDAY 13TH FEBRUARY 2019
SHORT LIST ANNOUNCED
FOR 2019 Berkshire Book Award

“A GOOD READ” – Berkshire’s only book award chosen by young people for young people

The Award

The Berkshire Book Award was launched in 2004 and has been tremendously successful and popular with young people aged 11-14 who live or go to school in Berkshire.  This year we received 283 nominations for over 70 books. The Award is unique in the county and differs from other Award schemes through its involvement of young readers in both nominating the titles and selecting the winner. Previous winners have included JK Rowling, Robert Muchamore and David Walliams.
The 2019 Award was launched in October by author Emily Thomas.  Since then young people all over Berkshire have been seeking out the latest “good reads” in order to nominate them for this year’s Award.  The Shortlist (below) was announced on 13th February at Reading Blue Coat School, where Imogen Russell Williams, children’s literature critic for The Guardian, The Times Literary Supplement and The Metro, was on hand with tips and techniques for students to use when reviewing books.
The Shortlist 
The top 6 titles (in alphabetical order by author) are as follows:

Holly Black & Cassandra Clare 
The Silver Mask (Magisterium) 

Maz Evans 

Beyond the Odyssey (Who Let the Gods Out?)
Philip Pullman 
The Book of Dust: Volume One La Belle Sauvage 
Rick Riordan 
The Burning Maze (The Trials of Apollo)
Robin Stevens 
A Spoonful of Murder (Murder Most Unladylike)
Ross Welford 
The 1000-Year Old Boy
These books will be read and reviewed by young people throughout the county, with discussion groups and classes taking place in schools across Berkshire over the next six weeks.  Everyone is invited to vote until Friday 29th March.  Pupils are invited to tweet their reviews to @BerksBookAward using #BBA19. The winner will be announced on Wednesday 3rd April 2019.

The Award Website www.berkshirebookaward.org.uk gives comprehensive information about the Award.  
Sponsorship

The 2019 Award has been sponsored by LVS Ascot and PickaBook.
For more information, contact:

Emma Keeler Tel: 01344 882770 email: emma.keeler@lvs.ascot.sch.uk 
Chair, Berkshire Book Award
