
Berkshire Book Award Shortlist Event Wednesday 12th February 2020 

This year’s event was held at Denefield School in Reading. We were warmly welcomed by Bethan Lloyd the 

librarian. The event was stage managed by Claire Knight, librarian at Reading Bluecoat School in Sonning.  

Approximately 74 students and 10 staff members attended from schools across Berkshire. Our visiting 

speaker was Clare Rees, local English teacher turned author. The event included the announcement of the 

shortlist 2020, which is as follows: 

Secret Weapon (Short stories, Alex Rider 3.5) by Anthony Horowitz 
Five Feet Apart by Rachel Lippincott 
The day I was erased by Lisa Thompson 
The dog who saved the world by Ross Welford 
Snowglobe by Amy Wilson 
The Meltdown (Diary of a Wimpy Kid 13) by Jeff Kinney 
  
We had discussions in our table groups about reading habits and more in-depth discussions about the 

individual books prompted by questions suggested by BBA committee members. 

Clare’s talk was inspiring and prompted many questions and lively interaction from the audience. Her first 

book is called Jelly. It was inspired by Clare’s imagination, and she asked the audience to imagine being 

trapped in a confined space; who would people like or not like to be trapped with, if this were to go on for 

many years? Some answers to this question included August from the book Wonder, a pregnant pig, a 

boyfriend and an escape artist! She also asked if that answer would change if conditions became more 

difficult, and also who people would definitely not liked to be trapped with. Some answers included Donald 

Trump, a little sister and a Man United fan. Clare’s answers to these questions were: 

1) Her husband 

2) Bear Grylls 

3) Her baby 

Jelly was published last August. The day it came out, there was a story of a giant jellyfish found off the coast 

of Cornwall. The book started as a creative writing tool. Clare’s class at the time was being noisy and 

difficult so she told them all to be quiet and write stories. Jelly was the story that Clare wrote whilst the 

class were all writing their own stories.  

The four main characters in the book all talk as real teenagers do. Clare spent a lot of time listening to 

teenagers in order to replicate their speech patterns accurately. There are also teachers from her school in 

the book. Dr Jones is in the book and is killed off, as suggested by the students. In the final edit of the book, 

this situation may have changed, but you will have to read the book to find out. 

In the book there are killer crabs. This was inspired by Clare’s real life fear of crabs. Her brother used to 

keep them and on one occasion they escaped, never to be seen again…. Clare entered the story in the Time 

Chicken House competition and won a contract. Having a book published is not always this straightforward, 

as Clare was keen to point out. 

At the end of the afternoon, a straw poll was conducted to see which book on our shortlist would win if the 

vote were to depend on students attending this event. Results were as follows: 

Five Feet Apart by Rachel Lippincott – 32 
Secret Weapon (Short stories, Alex Rider 3.5) by Anthony Horowitz - 11 
Snowglobe by Amy Wilson - 9 
The day I was erased by Lisa Thompson – 4 
The Meltdown (Diary of a Wimpy Kid 13) by Jeff Kinney - 3 
The dog who saved the world by Ross Welford - 2 
  
A clear winner for Five Feet Apart, but time will tell what happens in the real voting to take place in the 
next few months!  


